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Folks, whether you are pro-choice or

whether you are pro-life, the focus of
the Surgeon General for this country
and of that nomination process needs
to be on credibility. How is the credi-
bility going so far with this nomina-
tion? Mr. Foster and the people sup-
porting this nomination sent informa-
tion to Senator NANCY KASSEBAUM,
who is the chairwoman of the commit-
tee which will handle this nomination,
saying that Dr. Foster was only in-
volved in one abortion, and, in fact,
that abortion involved saving the life
of the mother, hardly objectionable in
some circles, in some other circles,
maybe, but just maybe. But just one
abortion.

Then within hours, there is a revision
of that statement. Now Dr. Foster
comes out and says,

Well, not exactly one abortion, but less
than 12 abortions, and not all to save the life
of the mother, but mostly to save the life of
the mother.

And now if you read your news re-
ports this evening, a new press con-
ference, press release, comes out. It
seems Dr. Foster served on a panel in
1978 under which testimony was taken
from a Dr. Foster, and he was the only
Dr. Foster on that panel where that Dr.
Foster boasts or talks of performing up
to 700 abortions.

What is the truth, Dr. Foster?
President Clinton said, if, and he is

referring to Dr. Foster, he has done
what he said he has done, the abortion
issue should not be a disqualification.
Well, Mr. President, has he done what
he said he has done?

He did not do one abortion. He did
less than 12. And if the evidence shows
1 more abortion than 12, then the issue
should leave abortion and go imme-
diately to the center focus of credibil-
ity.

Why do I stand up here today in front
of you talking about that issue? Be-
cause, doggone it, folks, we have got a
lot of people in rural America that
need a Surgeon General that will ad-
dress the health care issues of this
country. We need a Surgeon General
who is going to focus on health care is-
sues and not this abortion issue.

The abortion issue cannot continue
to be the focus of the Surgeon Gen-
eral’s office with the kind of health cri-
sis we have in every State in this coun-
try.

If the Surgeon General nominee is
not telling the truth, if, in fact, it has
now gone over 12, he has an obligation
to the United States of America to step
forward and announce the withdrawal
of his nomination. If the President of
this country determines that his nomi-
nee for Surgeon General has, in fact,
been less than straightforward, has, in
fact, performed more of these proce-
dures than he admits to, then it is the
President’s obligation not to stand by
his nominee, but to stand by the coun-
try and say, ‘‘Your credibility has now
been damaged to the extent by credible
evidence, by the way, that it cannot be

repaired. You must then step down as
my nominee.’’

Mr. President, do us a favor. If your
nominee is not being straight with us,
dump him, and move on to somebody
who is qualified to do this job, and
whom the No. 1 question that is asked
of him will not pertain to their credi-
bility.
f

COMMEMORATING PRESIDENT
REAGAN’S 84TH BIRTHDAY

(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker,
today is former President Ronald Rea-
gan’s 84th birthday and thus a fitting
time to remember his striking record
of accomplishment and his uniquely
American life.

Late this year, President Reagan
once again tugged at the heartstrings
of our Nation by revealing he was in
the early stages of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease—an act of great courage. His in-
tent was typically Reagan. It was not
to gather sympathy, but to be an ex-
ample and a beacon of hope for the mil-
lions of people who suffer from this dis-
ease.

Today, as the Republican-controlled
Congress tries to move the Contract
With America through the House of
Representatives, we are reminded of
the first revolution—the Reagan revo-
lution—that swept through Washington
during the 1980’s. Many of the things
President Reagan championed through-
out his Presidency have found a home
and a new life in the Republican con-
tract.

Mr. Speaker, Ronald Reagan was one
of the finest President’s in our Nation’s
distinguished history. Despite the ar-
guments put forth by revisionist think-
ers, President Reagan’s place in his-
tory is secure. As he fights with cour-
age, conviction, and that famous
Reagan optimism against Alzheimer’s,
let us remember and pay tribute to a
man who embodies the American
dream.
f

THE MEXICAN RESCUE PACKAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 1995, the gentlewoman from
Ohio [Ms. KAPTUR] is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, we are
holding this special order this evening
because our various offices here on
Capitol Hill have been inundated with
telephone calls and inquiries regarding
the Mexican rescue package, and many
questions are being asked by constitu-
ents and citizens of our country that
we can not, in fact, answer.

I was asked today how much money
has already left our U.S. Treasury as
part of the drawdown on the deal that
was announced last week by the Sec-

retary of the Treasury and the Presi-
dent. The facts are that we cannot tell
you.

b 2020

Therefore tomorrow morning, likely
after the morning business, there will
be a special resolution brought up here
in the House, and it will be a privileged
resolution. In that resolution we will
be asking for a vote of the House and a
ruling of the Speaker so that we can
obtain the information that we cannot
give you this evening about the terms
of the arrangement that was made by
our Government with the nation of
Mexico. Our resolution requires that
the Comptroller General of the United
States report back to us within a 7-day
period.

So, we would try to draw to the Mem-
bers’ attention that this vote will like-
ly occur tomorrow morning after the
regular morning business, the 1-min-
utes and, perhaps, a vote on the Jour-
nal, and we will look forward to that
moment.

It is likely that in the way that the
resolution will be brought up there will
be very little time for debate. There
may actually be an effort by certain in-
terests in this Chamber to table the
resolution, and we would ask the Mem-
bers to vote against tabling the resolu-
tion so that, in fact, we will have an
opportunity to get the facts that we
really want.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Oregon [Mr. DEFAZIO].

Mr. DEFAZIO. So, the situation we
are confronted with is the Treasury, in
concert with the Federal Reserve
Board, agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment of the United States, have ex-
tended, as far as we know, in excess of
$40 billion of credits, loan guarantees,
currency swaps and other instruments
to Mexico, that our questions regard-
ing the source of these funds, the exact
amount and the terms of these funds,
whether or not these funds are some-
how secured—you know, what author-
ization exists for extending these funds
without coming to Congress for appro-
priations; the gentlewoman saying that
there is a possibility that this House
will not ask to have those questions
answered, that we could just be shut
down here on the floor by ruling of the
chair, and we will have no opportunity
for debate, no opportunity to go for-
ward and ask these questions.

I, for one, as a Representative of a
district from the Far West United
States, feel that my constituents—this
is not the greatest issue before them,
but they would certainly like to know
what authority the President, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, and the Federal
Reserve, have, if it was extended to
them by Congress, what amounts of
money are controlled, what risk are in-
volved, what collateral are involved. I
mean all sorts of things we would like
to know about even a small business
transaction let alone one of this mag-
nitude.
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